
 Guidelines for Grants for Healthcare Research by 
Community Physicians  

 
The Physicians’ Services Incorporated (PSI) Foundation was established in 1970 by the physicians of 
Ontario with the original capital of Physicians Services Incorporated, the doctor-sponsored prepaid 
medical care plan. The Foundation was established with the mission of improving the “health of 
Ontarians”.  Physicians from across Ontario remain involved as members of the Foundation’s House of 
Delegates as well as part of the governing board of directors for the Foundation. The Foundation’s 
granting interests are in two areas: education of practising physicians and health research with an 

phasis on research relevant to patient care.   em  
 

About the Grants for Healthcare Research by Community Physicians 
To assist physicians practising in a community setting to undertake a review of their practice patters 
which would enhance effectiveness of practice and patient care in their own clinic, hospital or region. 
 
Grants up to $5,000 are available to cover the costs of the data gathering and analysis, support staff and 
preparation of reports. Up to an additional $600 will be provided for travel costs incurred in presenting 
papers on the results of a community practice study. 
 
Funds cannot be paid directly to a physician and therefore arrangements must be made with a hospital 
or other charitable institution in the community to administer the grant. A letter from the appropriate 
person at the hospital or institution should accompany applications for support of the healthcare 
research by a community physician. The authorized officer of the hospital or institution should also 
sign the application. 
 
Evidence of approval of the local review committee for research ethics is required as applicable. A 
formal approval form from the local research ethics committee must be provided to the Foundation 
before funds can be released on a grant. 
 

How to Apply 
In addition to the brief description of the proposal, please provide a full protocol (research design / 
methods / analysis), including samples of relevant materials, questionnaires, etc.  
 
Information on the present state of knowledge should be provided, as well as a list of references to the 
background information. A curriculum vitae should be attached for each applicant.  
 
All requests for funding from PSI Foundation must be submitted by the deadline dates using the 
Foundation’s application package.  
 

2009 – 2010 Submission Deadline Dates 
November 19, 2009 for the Grants Committee meeting to be held in March 2010 
February 18, 2010 for the Grants Committee meeting to be held in June 2010 
 
Please check back to our website for additional submission deadline dates for 2010. 

 



The application forms are posted on the Foundation website at www.psifoundation.org or by sending 
an email to psif@psifoundation.org  
 
To be eligible for consideration, applications must contain all requested information in full, including 
the required signatures on the paper/hard copy submitted to the Foundation. Signatures are not required 
on the electronic copy. The Foundation is unable to consider incomplete or late applications. 
 
Applications are to be submitted to the Foundation by 5:00 pm EST on the deadline date. The 
submission must be sent to the Foundation in two parts: 

• Email a PDF format file of the complete application package  to psif@psifoundation.org no 
later than 5:00 pm EST on the deadline date 

AND  
• Mail or courier one paper copy of the complete application package containing all required 

original signatures. This must be postmarked by Canada Post or courier date-stamped no 
later than 5:00 pm EST on the deadline date and delivered to the Foundation’s offices as 
below: 

 
Physicians Services Inc Foundation 
5160 Yonge Street, Suite 1006 
Toronto, ON  M2N 6L9 
 
Telephone: 416.226.6323 
 

Decision Process 
Each application submitted will be acknowledged within 15 business days of the application deadline 
date. If you do not receive a confirmation of receipt email after 15 business days please contact the 
Foundation at psif@psifoundation.org .  
 
Applications submitted will be reviewed for completeness and eligibility. Once completeness and 
eligibility are confirmed the application will be sent for external peer review by experts in the research 
focus area. Applicants will receive unattributed external reviewer comments once a funding decision 
has been made by the Grants Committee.  
 
The Grants Committee will review the full applications and external reviews prior to their meeting. At 
the Grants Committee meeting each application will be discussed and a consensus funding decision 
will be reached based on potential for study results to enhance effectiveness of practice and patient 
care. All applicants will be notified of the Committee’s funding decisions within 15 business days. 
 

Resubmission of previously declined applications 
Declined applications may be resubmitted to the Foundation one time only and must include a letter 
detailing how the external reviewer comments to the previously declined application have been 
responded to in the revised resubmission.  
 

Requirements if Funded 
If funding is awarded, the following requirements are a condition of funding: 
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Research Ethics and Standards 

The Foundation requires that all funded research projects adhere to the sponsoring institution’s 
policies and procedures as well as accepted research standards.  First payment of funding and 
annual payments thereafter will be conditional upon receipt of all applicable approval 
certificates. 

 
The project must start within six months of the offer of funding 

 
Reporting
The Foundation expects to receive a report and/or copies of any papers presented  or published as a 
result of the research. The papers should indicate the name of the journal and the issue in which it 
was published.  

 
 
Recognition of Funding 
All publications and presentations arising from the funded project are to include acknowledgement 
of funding from "The Physicians’ Services Inc. Foundation".  Furthermore, the Foundation’s logo 
should be included whenever possible. An electronic file of the logo will be provided to grant 
recipients. 

 

Contact Us 
Please contact us at 416.226.6323 or by email at psif@psifoundation.org to discuss any questions you 
may have about submitting an application for funding. 
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